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HEADTEACHER'S MESSAGE

Dear Parents and Carers,

Happy New Year

May we begin the first newsletter of 2024 by Wishin%everyone a
Happy New Year! We hope all Notre Dame families had a restful,
peaceful and enjoyable Christmas with friends and family. We
would like to take this opportunity to thank families for their many
Christmas wishes and gifts; they were all very much appreciated.

Oxford Success!

We began this academic year with the wonderful news that two of
our students have received offers from the prestigious Oxford
University! We know first hand how hard all the students who
submitted applications for Oxford have worked duringthe rigorous
interview process and would like to commend each of them for
how well they conducted themselves throughout.

A huge congratulations to those who received an offer!

¥ Focus on YOUR FUTURE

2 of our students have received a
conditional offer to the University
of Oxford! Well done on this
amazing achievement.
(T

- “We are what we want to be by the
efforts we are willing to make.”
St Julie Billiart
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Stars of the screen

Many of you may have seen a few familiar faces on your screens over the festive period, as our very
own Notre Dame students took centre stage alongside peers from over 15 different local schools and a
Ukrainian children’s choir, come together to perform on ITV as part of the 100 Voices Choir. The 100
Voices Choir was formed by our own music Education Hub, Resonate, as part of the Eurovision

celebrations in the city of Liverpool last summer and were delighted to reunite for this one-off special
performance.

The student's were performing on The National Lottery’s Big Bash to bring in the New Year alongside
the likes of Take That, Becky Hill and Paloma Faith and had a fantastic experience of visiting London,
taking part in a recorded performance for a major T.V station and seeing themselves on the screen!

We'd like to say a huge well done to all involved in the project and the children for a spectacular
performance!

Year 11 Parents Evening, Thursday 18th January 2024

We look forward to welcoming Parents and Carers of our
Year 11students to their Parents’ Evening next week.

Subject teachers will be available between 3.30pm and TIn
6pm. This Parents Evening will be particularly useful to \& Iﬁ’ &
discuss your child's progress ahead of their summer N
examinations. ) )}(
o=l =
By

Thisis also a week prior to our Sixth Form Open Evening A

which will take place on Thursday 25th January 2024,
where Year 11 students can find out more about
continuing their education with us into Years 12 and 13.
(See more details on page 3).

Therefore we strongly encourage attendance at this event
from both parents and students. We look forward to
seeing you there!

WISHING EVERY NOTRE DAME FAMILY A PEACEFUL
WEEKEND.

Yours faithfully

MRS COSTELLO
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Save the Date: Sixth Form Open Evening,
Thursday 25th January 2024

THURSDAY

3:1 Sp.m - 5:45pm

EVENING

We invite all Year 11 students to attend our Sixth Form Open Evening, taking place on Thursday 25th January
2024, 3.15pm - 5.45pm.

Fo?lus on your future and join us to discover more about stepping up to Sixth Form at Notre Dame Catholic
College.

Our Sixth Form Open Evening will provide students with the opportunity to:

* Hear from our Sixth Form Team and current students

* Attend Taster Sessions in subjects they're interested in (Please note, Taster Sessions must be booked in
advance. Alink to the available sessions will go live week commencing Monday 15th January and will be sent
via Class Charts).

* Speakto our Careers Advisor, Mrs Hall, about progression beyond Sixth Form and post-16 study

* Find out how to complete your application (applications will open week commmencing Monday 22nd January
2024)

Parents are more than welcome to attend alongside their child, or students are welcome to attend
independently if they wish. Please note, Parents do not need to book a place on to Taster Sessions.

We look forward to you joining us on the evening!

Be Positive and gain Values Stars!

Values Stars will return next week! Once again, we'd like to
congratulate the 5 students who won the Values Stars
Prize draw last term. Keep up the good work and earn
your positive points for your chance to win this term!

<5
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Behaviour Reminders

As we begin a new term, we'd like to remind students and parents of our behaviour expectations. We
thank you for your continued support in upholding our high standards.

Back to School Reminder

Back to School Reminder
EQUIPMENT CHECKLIST

UNI JUIREMENTS

ARE THEY READY TO LEARN?

Notre Dame Full Uniform
includes:

2 Black or Blue pens .
Colouring pencils ‘/ne
Pencils

Eraser
Sharpener

Ruler

School bag big enough to hold A4 size documents / files ,/;;rey Sacks
School planner (Y7) or Timetable (provided by school)

(g

Back to School Reminder
BILE P S

Mobile phones are not to be seen or heard in the college If a member of staff sees a fizzy,

grounds during the college day or soft drink such as Lucozade
or Prime, it will be confiscated
and placed in the bin.

If a member of staff sees or hears a mobile phone it will be confiscated and kept until
the end of the school day. Students will not be able to collect their mobile phone until
3.15pm from the Spanish Steps. Students should not wear Bluetooth earphones in Fizzy drinks have a negative impact on
school these may be confiscated by staff. health and are detrimental to your ability
to learn. They directly effect concentration

- and motivation levels and make it difficult
Keep your phone switched off and out of sight L for you to manage your behaviour.

(in a bag or blazer!) & Students are encouraged to bring reusable water bottles to school and to
»

refill these at the water stations during break/lunchtimes.

WHY?

+ Mobile phones have been proven to have a negative impact on student progress If a member of staff sees you chewing you will be
and attainment asked to remove the gum and place it in the bin

» Mobile phones are associated with poor mental health

* Mobile phones can be used for anti social purposes Online bullying, harassment,
ete.

Chewing gum creates a health risk as some students do
not dispose of it correctly. It also has a negative effect
on the school environment.

Food should only be consumed in designated areas (e.g. the upper/lower
canteens) and not in the classroom or around the school building.
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Attendance and Punctuality Matters

Good attendance and punctuality not only supports academic
performance, itis also a good skill to develop for life beyond school.

Back to School Reminder

ATTEN ICE MATTERS!

Getting to school is really important because...

If your attendance during You will approximately Or you approximately
the school year: lose... miss...

was 97% 5 DAYS of school 25 lessons
was 95% 9 DAYS of schoaol
was 90% 19 DAYS of schoal
was 85% 29 DAYS of school
was 80% 38 DAYS of school
was 75% 48 DAYS of school

45 lessons
95 |essons
145 lessons
190 lessons
240 lessons

If your attendance during the school year is
100% you will lose 0 days and miss 0 lessons!

You should not take holidays during term time.
Please be punctual to maintain good attendance.

Good Attendance = Open Doors & Opportunities

PUNCTUALITY MATTERS!

Lost Minutes = Lost Learning

13

days
lost

3 days
lost.

5 minutes late 10 minutes late 15 minutes late 20 minutes late 30 minutes late
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OPENING
DOORS

Please encourage good
attendance and
punctuality habits each
week.

Students should arrive to
school at 845am. If they
arrive ofter this time they
are late. Itis also important
for students to ensure they
arrive to lessons on time,
fully equipped and ready to
learn.

Failure to do so, may incur
adetention.
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Admissions Consultation

As you are aware the school will be joining St Joseph Catholic Multi Academ
Trust (SCMAT) early in 2024. As part of that transition SJCMAT will assume the

responsibility for admissions. The Trust have reviewed our current policy and

propose minor amendments from 2025-2026. Further information on the

proposed changes can be found on our

As perthe the Tru'st are St J Oseph

required to consult for a period of no less than six weeks and our consultation , ,
will be open from 14th December 2023 until 31st January 2024. Catholic Multi Academy Trust

Year 9 - Options Deadline Passed

TRV OUR FUTURE 3
Year 9 Guided Choices

We'd like to remind all Year 9 students, parents and carers that the deadline for students to hand in their
Options Form was Friday 12th January 2024. If your child has not yet completed this form, please ensure
they review the information online and submit their options as soon as possible.

Subject Information is available to view here on the
We strongly encourage parents/carers to take the time over the next 2-3 weeks to view this content, read

the Guided Choices booklet we Brovided and have conversations with your child about their plans for the
future and what subjects might be best to support them in achieving their goal.

Dates for your diary - Parents Evenings

Year7Parents Evening willbe on Thursday 7th March 2024
Parents Evening willbeon

Year 9 Parents Evening took place on Thursday 7th December 2023

Year10 Parents Evening will be on Thursday 2IstMarch 2024

Year 11 Parents Evening will be on Thursday 18th January 2024

Sixth Form Parents Evening took place on Thursday 14th December 2023

Further information including times will be shared nearer to the date.

Please be advised any changes to the above dates scheduled will be shared via ParentApp, Class
Charts, our Newsletter and the school website.
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The Newsletter includes information on
services that can support parents this New
Year.

¢ Family Hub and Children Centres

¢ December Events Across The City for
Families

Winter health support

Childcare

Debt Advice

Domestic Abuse

Education Wonderhub Activities
Employment Support and Adult Learning
opportunities

Foodbanks

Mental Health

Money Management and Financial help
Parenting Programmes

Parental Mental Health

Support for Fathers

CLCKHERE TO VIEW

Medical Procedure Reminder - Inhalers

A reminder to all Parents and Carers - If you have a child who suffers
from asthma, please ensure that they carry aninhaler on their
person when in school atalltimes.

They are also required to keep a second, spare inhaler at the school.

If you have not completed an asthma card form for your child, please
contact the school main office to arrange this or if you have any other

queries. Thank you. [_\

(\ 4
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What Parents & Carers Need to Know about
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SAFEGUARDING
UPDATES

If you feel a child is at risk (suffering harm, neglect or
abuse) Any member of the public can contact Careline on
0151 233 3700 or Merseyside Police on 0151 709 6010

IMPORTANT CONTACTS

If you currently need support for your mental health or
well being these are some of the organisations who are
happy to listen and help:

Anxiety UK
03444775774 (Helpline)
075374160905 (Text)

Childline
0800 1111 (Free 24 hr helpline)

Papyrus Hotline (Under 35s at risk of suicide or
concerned for another)
0800 068 4141 07786209697 (text)

The Mix (Support & Advice for under 25s)
0808 068 4994 85258 (Text THEMIX)

Young Minds
0808 803 5544 (Parent helpline)
85258 (Free 24hr crisis messenger, text YM)

Young Stonewall Information & support for young people
who identify as LGBTQ
0800 050 2020

Samaritans Support for anyone who needs to talk
116 123 (Call)

Bullybusters
0800 169 6928
Please refer to the school website for further contact

REPORTING AN ISSUE ON
SOCIAL MEDIA - A GUIDE

Visit this guide here.
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If you feel a child is at risk (suffering harm, neglect or
abuse) Any member of the public can contact Careline on
0151 233 3700 or Merseyside Police on 0151 709 6010

CRISIS DROP-IN'S

Across 3 Community Hubs

Sow mrbuite pad seiel meda for e

Wi can support you ifwough times of crisis
« ETRUGELING WITH YOUR WINTAL HLALTH?
= YOU G TOUR GHILE ARK BH A ERIRIST
= FRELENG LOWILY & [8OLATIDY
« WD A LESTENTE LART
* WUED A BAFE BPACK?
b T

.org. rvi w -on-calendar

Childline - www.childline.org.uk

DOMESTIC ABUSE/VIOLENCE

Please remember, in an emergency dial 999 for
immediate assistance. You can call 999 without
speaking then pressing 55, or tapping or coughing
into the phone. This will enable police to respond
Women’s Aid 0808 2000 247 (24 hr helpline) Men’s
Advice Line 0808 801 0327 Worst Kept Secret Helpline
Merseyside

The Safeguarding
Team Acting Headteacher - Mrs AM Costello

Acting Deputy Headteacher [ Designated
Safeguarding Lead - Mrs E Brennan

Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads
Mrs J Littleboy - Director of Safeguarding Services
Mr A McVerry - Leadership - SENCO

PC P Wood - School Safer Police Officer

Miss H McCullen - Leadership/Alternative Provision

Mrs P Shrimpton - Attendance Officer

Mrs K Sweeney - Special Educational Needs

Mrs E Garvey Y7, Miss C Lee Y8, Ms R Glorman Y9, Mrs S Doran
Y10, Mrs S Styles Y11, - Pastoral Assistant Heads of Year

www.notredameliverpool.com/safeguarding/
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