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Dear Parents and Carers,

We would like to begin this final newsletter of 2022 by
thanking everyone who attended last night’s Carols by
Candlelight. It was wonderful to be able to celebrate this
event in person for the first time in 3 years. The audience
was treated to an uplifting service of prayer, reflection
and music. We would like to thank our amazing Music
Department, who have worked so hard to re-establish
this long tradition here at Notre Dame. ‘Well done’ to all
of our student, staff and alumni performers who all sang
and played beautifully. What a wonderful way to kick off
our festivities!

Carols by Candlelight 



This week, we celebrated the third Sunday of Advent, which is known as Gaudete (or Joyful) Sunday.
Together, we reflected on what brings us joy: Is it predominantly material gains or ‘things’ that bring
joy into our lives, or is it experiences, relationships, connections and love? We reflected on the words
of His Holiness Pope Francis, who said, ‘Young people do not solely need material things. They need to
have values which are the heart of people... spirituality, generosity, solidarity, perseverance, brotherhood
and joy’. We prayed that we may all continue to find joy in generosity, in charity and in togetherness and we
even sang Isaac Watt’s ‘Joy to the World’!
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Year 11 Work Experience

Theme for the Week: Gaudete Sunday - Joy!

We would like to congratulate Year 11 on the successful completion of their work experience week.
Huge thanks to our careers lead, Mrs Hall and to our partners at Elevate EBP, for planning and
providing such a fantastic experience for our students. Feedback from many of the providers and
students has been incredibly positive - see more of this featured in this week's newsletter on page 5!
We hope all students found the week formative and enriching. We look forward to hearing more about
your experiences on Monday.

Are there trainers on Christmas lists?
We are conscious that some children may have
asked for new trainers on their Christmas lists. If
parents and carers are intending that these new
trainers second as school shoes (which is perfectly
understandable given the price of some of them!),
please take a few minutes to double-check that
they meet the clear guidance set out in our
uniform policy, which can be viewed by clicking
here. Any trainers needs to be entirely black, with
no colour logos, black full souls and ‘polishable’.

https://www.notredameliverpool.com/uniform/
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Christmas Jumper Day 2022

Today, our sixth form students and staff took part in a charity Christmas jumper day and coffee
morning. All monies raised will be used to help fundraise for 6 of our Year 12 students who are
going on pilgrimage to Lourdes with the HCPT Pilgrimage Trust at Easter. There they will be
helping and serving vulnerable and disabled children. Thank you to everyone who took part and
donated.

Year 10 and 12 Assessment Week – W/B 9th January
The first full week, beginning Monday 9th January, is a formal assessment week for Years 10 and
12. All subjects have provided students with revision lists and materials this week either in hard
copy or via Class Charts. Please support your sons and daughters to find some opportunities to
revise for these assessments over the two-week holiday.

Students and parents can still visit the BBC Bitesize Top Revision Tips website page, which can
be accessed by scanning or clicking on the QR code above. Students are encouraged to bring
any flash cards, mind maps or revision posters into school to show us what has worked – prizes
continue be given to the best examples!

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zw8qpbk
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zw8qpbk
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zw8qpbk
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zw8qpbk
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WISHING ALL NOTRE DAME FAMILIES
AND FRIENDS A SAFE, PEACEFUL AND
HOLY CHRISTMAS, FILLED WITH THE
JOY OF THE COMING OF JESUS CHRIST.
Mr Duffy

Sixth Form Parents Evening – 12th January
Thursday 12th January sees our face-to-face
Sixth Form Parents’ Evening. On this evening,
we welcome parents of Year 12 and 13 to
come and meet with your child’s subject
teachers to discuss their progress through
the year so far. Appointments are available
from 3.15pm. Please book your appointment
slots with subject teachers.

End of term arrangements
As parents and carers will be aware, our Autumn term ends on
Tuesday 20th December. As in previous years, students will finish
early on this final teaching day of the term. All Years will finish at
noon. Year groups will leave via their normal exit points.



OPENING
DOORS
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Year 11 Work Experience

"Whilst it has been fairly quiet around Anfield and the Axa Training Facilities
owing to the world cup and the first team being out in Dubai, Joe has been
getting involved with writing scripts and fliming videos for LFC TV output. His
extensive football knowledge has also come to the fore as he has assisted the
LFC TV Team with their research for upcoming content on the channel."
A fantastic experience for this budding sports journalist!

Six of our Year 11 students attended a work experience placement
with Merseycare, working from The Life Rooms in Bootle and
gaining an insight into their work within community Healthcare.
Students were invited to attend a special lunch to review their
work placement on Friday 16th December, where they discussed
forming a Youth Forum with staff within Merseycare to help shape
the service and provide a voice for young people and they had an
opportunity to meet with one of Merseycare's Chief Executive's via
Zoom. Students spoke highly of how valuable and interesting they
found their placement week! A big thank you to our Partners at
Elevate for helping to secure such a valubale placement for our
students!

Joe S has been having a fantastic week working at
Liverpool Football Club! His manager, Stephen said:

A number of our students have been on placements within local
Primary Schools this week and we've received some fantastic
feedback from their staff throughout the week. 

Mr Cotton, Senior Teacher from Our Lady Immaculate Primary
School, said: 

"We had 7 year 11 pupils attending this week and they have
been an absolute credit to the school as well as an asset to us.
It has been great having many of our former pupils supporting
the different year groups with their Christmas preparations
and nativity plays."



Advent Appeal

Our ASPIRE students have been busy making
Christmas cards for the residents at the homeless
shelter at Ann Fowler's House. Students visited this
week and took a card for every resident. Each card
was slid underneath their dorm rooms. Each card had
a nice message of hope and also of thanks for making
us feel so welcome and proud to be helping out at
the shelter. 

One of the older residents came down to say “Thank
you, I haven’t had a Christmas card from anyone.” 
It was very emotional! 

Well done to Ruby Doyle, Lexie Gray and Daniel
Coakley in particular for their hard work!
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OPENING
HEARTS

Spreading Christmas Cheer

Our Faith in Action children have also been busy
creating Christmas greeting cards to send to the
different churches, schools, agencies and
volunteers working with and for our community. 

They have also created goody bags, containing
homemade bracelets and treats which were
delivered to Alder Hey Children's Hospital earlier
this week. 

Thank you to all students involved!

Thank you to everyone who donated to our Advent Appeal. Miss Wall and some of our Year 11 work
experience students helped to deliver the parcels to Yewtree Centre to be delivered to young mothers
under the age of 19 to support them through pregnancy up until the child is 2. 

As ever, we are blown away by our Notre Dame Community and your generosity - Thank you!
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New Age Kurling

Notre Dame Sporting Successes!

The Year 7 girls football team played a match against
North Liverpool Academy on what was a cold, crisp
evening. The two teams battled it out, playing 'end to
end' football resulting in a 2-2 draw. The girls played
exceptionally well with standout performances from
Olivia G and Kittie F. The player of the match,
however, went to Lola J who made several
outstanding saves. Well done!

Students in our Flourish Classes participated in a New Age
Kurling competition last week. There were 4 teams in total
from Notre Dame Catholic College and all 4 made it
through to the quarter final stage! Two of the four then
progressed to the semi-final and, fantastically, both have
made it to the final which will now be an all Notre Dame
Catholic College finale! 

Well done to Frankie O, James D, Josh C and Jamie H who
were all on the winning teams and will take part in the
next stage of the competition in Merseyside in the
summer term!
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Well done to all the form groups who have won our Autumn
Term Attendance Challenge! We hope you all enjoy your trip
to the cinema on Monday!

Attendance Challenges

Well done to all students who have been entered into the draw for our
Friday Feeling Attendance Competition! All students who have achieved
100% attendance up to and including the last 3 Fridays have now been
entered into the prize draw. This will take place and a winner
announced on Monday 19th December 2022 - GOOD LUCK!

Congratulations to our winning forms!

We will be stepping it up in Spring with another Attendance Challenge. This time for all students
who achieve 100% attendance throughout the Spring Term which runs from 4th January - 31st
March! More to follow in the New Year!

Friday Feeling

7Dorothy

Attendance & Behaviour Rewards
Our Heads of Year took the opportunity to celebrate and congratulate students who have received the
most positive points this term and had fantastic attendance! Well done to all students who have worked
so hard to do their best and reflect our core values! 
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(Please be aware that this form works best when opened in Google Chrome) 

If you would prefer a porcine free injectable flu vaccination you can also choose this option by declining
the flu spray and then consent for the porcine free vaccination. If you don’t want your child to receive any
flu vaccination please complete the form declining this offer, as this will avoid further communications
from the service. 

If you are unable to complete the online form, please contact the Immunisation Team team who will be
happy to help. If after completing this form, you attend the GP or wish to amend the form you must
contact the immunisation team directly and not your child’s school. 
Liverpool School Immunisation Service 0151 295 3833

The Liverpool School Immunisation Service will be attending Notre Dame Catholic
College on Friday 13th January 2023 to offer pupils in years 7, 8 and 9 their annual
flu vaccination. 

The vaccination is free and is a quick and simple spray up their nose to help protect
them against flu. Flu can be an unpleasant illness and sometimes causes serious
complications. Vaccinating your child also helps to protect vulnerable family members
and friends by preventing the spread of flu.

Year 9 students will also be offered the HPV Vaccination on the same day as the Flu
vaccination. Parents of students in Year 7, Year 8 and Year 9 can complete their child's
consent form and access more information via the link below:

Points = PROM!
Year 11 - Spring Term Challenge

After Christmas we will be launching a challenge for ALL YEAR 11 students to be in with a
chance of winning their Prom Ticket. This will work on a points based system with students
given the opportunity to earn points from the first day back after Christmas and run up until
the final day of the Spring Term.

1 point = 1 week 100% attendance
(including form time, every lesson
and PHSCE)

1 point = Attendance to ANY
Afterschool Revision Session - the
more sessions you attend the more
points you can earn! 

Any student who earns 50 points within the Spring Term will have their prom ticket paid for
by the school (approximate value of £40). Details of our Year 11 prom are being finalised
and will be shared with you shortly. 

Message from Liverpool School Immunisation Service

HTTPS://ECONSENT.MERSEYCARE.NHS.UK/

https://econsent.merseycare.nhs.uk/


Page 10

NOTRE DAME
CATHOLIC
COLLEGEFRI 16TH DECEMBER

2022

Safety message: Icy Lakes
Following local reports of young people walking on
lakes, we'd like to send out the following safety
message to all Parents, Carers and Students on the
dangers of icy water.

Fire and Rescue Services have issued messages
asking Parents to please speak to children to warn
them of the potential consequences if someone goes
through into the frozen water. Please also keep pets
on leads when near frozen water and don’t throw
objects onto the ice for them to retrieve. If you see
anyone in difficulty please call 999 immediately.
Reassure them but don’t attempt to rescue them
as you could become the next casualty.

Please please keep away from frozen ponds. It’s
never cold enough in this country to provide ice thick
enough to be walked upon. There will always be
weak areas.

Message from Liverpool City Council - The Winter HAF programme
The Winter HAF programme starts on the 23rd December and there are
lots of great activities happening over the school holidays.
Children and young people will be able to access hundreds of activities
throughout the winter break including specific provision available for
children with SEND. There’s a great range of activities across the city
including music tuition, puppet making, circus workshops, football,
podcasting, dance, Christmas parties and grottos, cooking, climbing, films,
bowling, arts and crafts, drama, trips out, mindfulness and much more!
Every day there will be a meal available for every child that attends.
To find out where your nearest scheme is please click on this link -
https://merseyplay.com/haf-holiday-activities-and-food-fund/ or visit
www.Merseyplay.com and click on the HAF link.

When you have chosen an activity, you will need to contact that organisation to book a place. Each
organisation will have either a telephone number, email address or online booking system. If your child
has any additional needs or dietary requirements then please discuss this with the organisation when
you book. There is no central booking system so please read the details of the programmes on the
website and ring the providers directly.

Liverpool City Council is working with the local schools, voluntary and community organisations, and
childcare providers to provide the HAF programme. The programme is funded by the Department for
Education and is targeted at children and young people, aged from reception to 16 years old who are
eligible for benefits related free school meals. The Early Help Directory also provides a wealth of useful
information and support for families - Early Help Directory - things to do 
Regards

Sally Dobbing - HAF Project Manager

https://merseyplay.com/haf-holiday-activities-and-food-fund/
http://www.merseyplay.com/
https://fisd.liverpool.gov.uk/kb5/liverpool/fsd/results.page?familychannel=7-6
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https://twitter.com/natonlinesafety/status/1602951570530119680?utm_medium=email&_hsmi=237922054&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--860MvsHkV8k0YzxXQ9OmZP8QBRcjxcanw4sUZeFPNh-ouCdS45g7boz5B50kfe_a6uSmS8GxR0a8T_K1qBwy5gldy3hWZFBYuSQFLYYQQwQctIEU&utm_content=237922054&utm_source=hs_email
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If you feel a child is at risk (suffering harm, neglect or
abuse) Any member of the public can contact Careline on
0151 233 3700 or Merseyside Police on 0151 709 6010

Headteacher - Mr P Duffy
Deputy Headteacher - Mrs AM Costello

The Safeguarding
Team

www.notredameliverpool.com/safeguarding/

If you currently need support for your mental health or
well being these are some of the organisations who are
happy to listen and help:

Anxiety UK 
03444775774 (Helpline) 
075374160905 (Text) 

Childline 
0800 1111 (Free 24 hr helpline) 

Papyrus Hotline (Under 35s at risk of suicide or
concerned for another) 
0800 068 4141 07786209697 (text) 

The Mix (Support & Advice for under 25s) 
0808 068 4994 85258 (Text THEMIX) 

Young Minds 
0808 803 5544 (Parent helpline) 
85258 (Free 24hr crisis messenger, text YM) 

Young Stonewall Information & support for young people
who identify as LGBTQ 
0800 050 2020 

Samaritans Support for anyone who needs to talk 
116 123 (Call) 

Bullybusters 
0800 169 6928 
Please refer to the school website for further contact

Please remember, in an emergency dial 999 for
immediate assistance. You can call 999 without
speaking then pressing 55, or tapping or coughing into
the phone. This will enable police to respond Women’s
Aid 0808 2000 247 (24 hr helpline) Men’s Advice Line
0808 801 0327 Worst Kept Secret Helpline Merseyside

DOMESTIC ABUSE/VIOLENCE

IMPORTANT CONTACTS 

Designated Safeguarding Lead - Mrs E Brennan

Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads
Mrs J Littleboy - Assistant Head of Year
Mr D McKeon - Leadership - Director of Behaviour
Mr A McVerry - Leadership - SENCO

PC P Wood - School Safer Police Officer
Miss H McCullen - Leadership/Alternative Provision
Mrs P Shrimpton - Attendance Officer
Mrs K Sweeney -  Special Educational Needs
Miss C Lee Y7, Ms R Glorman Y8,  Mrs S Doran Y9, Mrs J Littleboy
Y10, Mrs E Garvey Y11 - Pastoral Assistant Heads of Year

If you feel a child is at risk (suffering harm, neglect or
abuse) Any member of the public can contact Careline on
0151 233 3700 or Merseyside Police on 0151 709 6010
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